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     Last newsletter I wrote to let you know about the speakers 
we were going to have. The past months’ speakers were very 
interesting and we are looking forward to the September and 
November speakers. We anticipate hearing from Kathy Jenks 
with Ventura County Animal Regulation and Guide Dogs for 
the Blind. I hope to see you at our upcoming meetings! We 
meet on the first Wednesday of the month in the Orchid 
Building at 816 Camarillo Springs Road, Camarillo at 7:00pm.  
Thank you to Inge McClurg, our speaker coordinator, for doing 
a great job procuring interesting speakers! 
     This newsletter I would like to focus on pet overpopulation. 
We get numerous calls each day from Animal Shelters and the 
public asking if we can take in more animals. We do take many 
into our foster homes but unfortunately, there aren’t enough 
homes for the existing animals already born not to mention the 
new animals being born daily.   
      I realize that puppies and kittens are cute, but really, your 
cat/dog doesn’t need to have “just one litter”. It’s best for your 
pet’s health to spay/neuter them. It will prevent or reduce the 
incidences of certain types of cancers and diseases (i.e. uterine) 
and mammary cysts. 
     Your child doesn’t need to “experience the miracle of birth” 
by allowing more animals to be born into a world where 
overpopulation is a huge problem. Giving birth is very difficult 
for your pet. Did you know that often not all the babies 
survive? Some are still borns, some die shortly after from birth 
defects, injuries during birth or failure to thrive. Sometimes, the 
mother will die too. Does your child need to experience a sick 
animal struggling for life? 
       If you do have your heart set on raising young animals, 
become a foster home. That way, you can save a litter from 
being “put down” and prevent another litter from being born. 
      Won’t you please spread the word about spay and neuter? 
CPA hopes that one day there will be no unwanted animal 
births. No animal should be born into a world that can’t care 
for it.   

    In the first 6 months of 2004  
                 CPA has…  

Helped a total of 1,413 animals! 

• Adopted out: 164  

• Gave shots/medicine: 728  

• Helped with major surgery: 74 

• Spayed/Neutered: 994 

         

   We are still hoping to meet our goal of  
2004 spays/neuters for the year 2004!  

If we can do 1,010 spays/neuters between now 
and December 31, WE WILL MAKE THIS GOAL 
A REALITY! That’s approximately 168 surgeries 
a month. (For a reference, in April, we did 216 

spays/neuters!) 
 WE CAN DO THIS!! 

Please support this goal… 
FOR THE ANIMALS! 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DeannaDeannaDeannaDeanna    ♥    

    Ever thought about  

  being a foster family? 
  Fostering a cat, dog or rabbit is a very  

rewarding experience. It’s a great opportunity to give  

love and temporarily help an animal friend that  

otherwise might not have a chance.  

  Sometimes, we are unable to take an animal into  

our program for lack of foster care space. Won’t you 

consider helping and becoming a foster parent?  

  We supply all food and medical care! You supply  

the hugs and kisses!          

    For more information, please call: 

           Sharon Stover at 805-487-2702 
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  CPA Adoption Schedule 

 
PETsMART –Ventura (4840 Telephone Rd):   
                            Oxnard (2021 N. Oxnard Blvd) 

                        1st & 3rd Saturdays  
                         Noon to 4:00pm 

PETCO –        Ventura: 
                         2nd & 4th Saturdays  
                         4300-A  E. Main Street  
                         Poinsettia Shopping Center                           
                         Noon to 4:00pm 
PETCO-         Camarillo: 
                         2nd & 4th Saturdays  
                         Las Posas Center off the 101 Fwy 
                            Noon - 4:00pm 
SIMI VALLEY ANIMAL SHELTER- 
                         Dates & times to be arranged       
                         Call Mary Kay at 805-523-2929 for  info 

           Looking for a new addition to  

           your family? We can help!  
                 Our foster parents know each little critter 
personally, and we’ll help you make the perfect match! 
Come visit us at the places above or call: 
   Sharon: 805-487-2702 or Mary Kay: 805-523-2929                     
         ***Young Rabbits available for adoption*** 
                  Call Deanna at 805-494-4269 

 

    
    

    
    
    

Everyday is a holiday! 
Need an excuse to eat chocolate? NOT! 

Everyday is a holiday and a great time to treat 
friends, family and even yourself to See’s candy! 

We have it all…pound boxes, gift 
certificates…the list goes on and on!  

 

Call Carel 805-482-6587 
for more details! 

 
Remember, the more chocolate you eat,  

                   the sweeter you become! 
 

 

  
                   
                   Letters from Friends 
                  
 
Wish I could send you more! You have helped me so 

much. I have had 6 feral cats spayed or neutered in 

the last few months. I’m still trying to catch 2 more, 
and the mother of these kittens is pregnant again, 

so I still have some work to do. But, with your help, 

we have prevented a lot of homeless cats. I feed 10 

on my back porch every morning. Again, many 

thanks. 
                       -Dianne 

M. 

 

Thank you very much for all your time and 
great advice you gave me about Sandy, our 5 
year old dog. You gave me ideas I had never 
thought of. YOU SOLVED OUR PROBLEM! I 
really appreciate everything and I am so 
grateful that Concerned People for Animals is 
around. You really are concerned and caring!     
                                                                        -
Margie F.       

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Treat 
       Yourself! 
 

           You’re 
          Sweet!!          

   See’s               See’s               See’s               See’s            
  Candy  Candy  Candy  Candy 

 

 

 

 

          No one knows my name. I had one, just like I once 
had a home. But I became an inconvenience. I grew up. 
   My people once doted on me, but then things changed. 
The novelty wore off and they got tired of cleaning my 
cat box. I needed to scratch, but they didn’t give me a 
place and just yelled at me when I did.  
   I love to be brushed but they got exasperated at the 
cat hair on their clothing. 
   When they moved, they wouldn’t take me. Why? They 
took the rest of their family. Why?  
   I was once the pick of the litter, with my big eyes, 
round feet and loving personality. Then, I grew up. 
   Some say they want a kitten so they can mold his/her 
personality. Have any human parents ever made their 
own children into people of their parents’ design? 
   So, if you’re thinking about adding a real family 
member who’s through the kitten stage of learning 
proper manners, would you consider me or one of the so 
many like me? Because I’m an adult, you’ll be able to see 
me as I am. 
   Would you give me a name and a home? Then I’ll know 
I belong. 

Please call Joann at 805-984-3933  

to meet some wonderful adults. 

 

9 year-old Cancun was an indoor cat until the baby was 
born. She became an outdoor cat and was soon found with 
a mangled rear leg which had to be amputated. She now 
gets around just wonderfully! She is a TOTAL sweetheart 
and loves to snuggle up. She is a black with white tuxedo,  
spayed, vaccinated and litter-box trained.  
   Please contact Mary Kay to adopt or foster 805-523-2929. 

 

CPA 
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Tags are not just for Pets! 
 

     Notice on the enclosed form we have people tags and bracelets? We carry a huge assortment of GI tags and 
ID bracelets which can be personalized with your name, phone number and any other pertinent information. 
Police are recommending these tags for children to wear in case of emergencies—earthquakes, terrorism, lost, 
etc. We also carry medical ID tags which can be invaluable. Tags can be worn as bracelets or necklaces. People 
even put them through laces on sneakers when jogging or sporting! Tags/bracelets are made of stainless steel 
and are very durable. You can even wear them in the shower! 
     And, we carry the very important pet tags which CPA recommends every pet should have. With a tag,  
it’s almost certain a lost pet will find its way home. Without a tag, the odds are you won’t see your pet again. 
     We personally make all tags, bracelets, and license plates. Our turn-around time is very fast and you’re sure 
to see your item in just a few days. 

 

100% of all funds we raise by making these items go to helping animals in need! 

 

   

 

MEET THE BOARD 

 
 
Editor’s note:: Ami Jo Gibson moved from Southern California to North Idaho three years ago. Before that, she had been an active member of CPA for over  
5 years, on the Board of Directors, wrote grants and helped with fundraising. After moving, she looked to get involved with an animal group in her local area 
but couldn’t find one like Concerned People for Animals. After approaching the Board of Directors with the idea of branching into another state, she started a 
chapter which specifically deals with spay and neuter in North Idaho. She is currently on the Board of Directors as the Idaho Division Executive Director. 
 
Ami Jo is a native New Yorker - without the accent. Her first experience with animals was with hamsters, Hammy and 
Tammy. She taught them how to escape from their cage. Her parents were not pleased when, on almost a daily basis, 
everyone in the household was down on all fours searching for them. 
 
She considered herself a dog person (“I really didn’t understand cats”) until her husband rescued a wild/feral cat. She 
was converted. They ended up with six cats in the household. Ami Jo said that if it wasn’t for her husband “putting his 
foot down,” she would probably be “one of those people who have cats everywhere.”   
 
Ami Jo found Concerned People for Animals, Inc. through an advertisement in the paper looking for volunteers. She 
began helping by making pet tags with Carel and then started the newsletter and helped raise funds by writing grants 
and letters of solicitation.  
 
“I have been involved with various animal welfare groups over the years but found Concerned People for Animals to 
be one of the most organized, best run and very honest groups around. Clearly, it’s all about helping the animals with 
no other hidden agendas. Being on the Board of Directors, I am able to see the “inner running” of the group and have  
always been impressed with the fact that everyone gets along with a focused purpose and that truly, all the funds raised 
do go to the animals. That’s very important to me.” 
 
Her passion is for lowering the unwanted animal population through spaying and neutering. “My heart breaks when I 
see uncared for and unloved animals. I constantly hear stories about people finding animals that have been dumped. 
It’s so easy to stop this from happening. Just spay or neuter your pet.”   
 
 
 
 

Spaying and neutering is the most effective way to end the unwanted animal over-population.  
Please, tell everyone you know! 
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              Won’t you please make a donation  

          to help spay/neuter a cat or dog?  
It’s amazing how your help to sponsor a cat (average cost is $40)  
or a dog (average cost is $70) will impact the animal overpopulation!  
Just one cat and her kittens can produce 420,000 cats in just seven years.  
One dog and her puppies can produce 67,000 dogs in 6 years.  
PLEASE HELP!  100% of your donation helps the animals! 
  
NAME:________________________________ 

 
ADDRESS:_____________________________ 
 
               ______________________________ 
 
PHONE:  ___________________E-Mail:___________________ 
 
I would like my donation to be used for a cat ___ dog ___ 
As needed ____ 
I would like to become a member of CPA: 
 

Type of membership (Please "x")   

Individual: $20 __   Family: $35 ___                                  
Friend: $50 ___    Supporter: $100 ___ 

        Lifetime Member: $250 ___ 
                Other: $____ 
 
 
 
Concerned People for Animals, Inc. 
P.O. Box 632 
Somis, CA  93066 

 

 NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

OXNARD, CA 

PERMIT NO. 185 
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 Our Wish List!  

� Long fold up tables (double wide card 
table size) 

� Cat Food 
� Postage Stamps 
� White or Colored Copy Paper 
� #10 Envelopes 
� Monetary Donations to help needy 

animals! 
   

 
 
 
 
 
   Shop & Donate (no cost to you!) at  www.iGive.com 

                     
                         Our address: 
    Concerned People for Animals, Inc. 
\                     P.O. Box 632 
                  Somis, CA 93066 
                         Our phone:  
                     805-482-6587 
 

 

Come and visit our website at: 
www.concernedpeopleforanimals.org  

and see all the things we are doing and see 
the animals who are available for adoption! 

 

 

  

 

 



Fall 2004 
 

 
Concerned People for Animals, Inc.                                                                      a non-profit organization                                                        
 
                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following is an article that appeared in the Daily News on July 4, 2004.  

PROTECTING THE POOCH 
                                            Barks aren’t as big as the bangs 
By Andrea Cavanaugh 
 Staff Writer 

 
CAMARILLO -- As millions sit back tonight to 

watch dazzling fireworks displays light up the night sky, 
Carel Ahlefeld will be huddled in a cage with a concrete 
floor, giving what comfort she can to a stray dog. 

Ahlefeld will be one of about two dozen volunteers 
who will be at the Ventura County Animal Shelter in 
Camarillo, trying to soothe about 100 stray dogs as the city’s 
fireworks show goes on just a few hundred yards away. 

“When those booms go off, they just go nuts,” she 
said. “They beat themselves up trying to get out of there. It’s 
like being in a war zone.” 

Ahlefeld, a founding member of Concerned People 
for Animals, a Camarillo nonprofit rescue group, began 
bringing volunteers to the shelter on the Fourth of July four 
years ago after hearing how the fireworks rock the building. 

Sometimes just having a person nearby is enough 
to calm a frazzled dog’s nerves, she said. 

“We stand next to them. We give them treats,” 
Ahlefeld said. “We get in the cages with some of them.” 

Big dogs sometimes are more frightened by the 
percussions than small ones, said volunteers Mary Kay 
Birkelo of Moorpark, who will go to the shelter for the 
second year in a row. 

“Some of the big tough dogs are really wimps at 
heart,” she said. 

The city moved its fireworks show to Freedom 
Park, near the shelter and Camarillo Airport, more than 10 
years ago for what was supposed to be a single show, said 
Kathy Jenks, director of the county’s animal regulation 
department. 

But the show remained there because the old venue 
at Camarillo High School is too close to the freeway, and the 
city couldn’t find another acceptable site, Councilman Mike 
Morgan said. 

“Everyone is sympathetic to the animals, but 
there’s no other place in Camarillo that can accommodate 
the show,” Morgan said. “We’ve tried to move it, but there’s 
no other place.” 

The fireworks just add more anxiety to dogs 
already traumatized by being in the shelter, Birkelo said. 

 
“They’re unfamiliar with that place, and all of a 

sudden they’re under attack,” Birkelo said. “Sometimes it 
feels like mortar fire. They’re getting all this shaking and 
pounding – they don’t know what’s going on.” 

The fireworks show comes as animal regulation 
enters its busiest time of the year, Jenks said. By the end of 
the long holiday weekend, the shelter’s canine population 
will swell from about 100 to more than 150 as dogs 
frightened by booming pyrotechnics run away from homes 
and yards, she said.  

Dogs have sensitive ears and can be more 
susceptible to loud noises than other animals, said Dr. John 
Anderson, medical director of the American Veterinary 
Hospital in Simi Valley. 

“It’s an anxiety response,” Anderson said. “It can 
manifest itself as flight and it can manifest in destructive 
ways. We’ve seen dogs run through windows or chew 
through doors.” 

Pet owners can minimize the adverse effects on 
their dogs by securing them in a well insulated place inside 
their homes – not in the garage, Anderson said. Particularly 
sensitive dogs should be placed in a training crate, he said.  

Turning on the radio or TV or placing cotton in a 
dog’s ears also may help to muffle the sound, Anderson 
said. A veterinarian also can prescribe a mild tranquiller, he 
said. 

The busy weekend for animal control officers 
comes days after seven of the department’s employees were 
laid off in response to the county’s budget crisis – including 
its entire night-shift crew, Jenks said. 

Off-duty staff will volunteer their time this 
weekend to ensure that enough people will be available to 
handle the dozens of extra stray dogs, some of whom will be 
injured after jumping through windows or being hit by cars, 
Jenks said. 

“I’ve gotten to where I hate fireworks because of 
what it does to the dogs,” she said. “In a perfect world,  
they’d have the show somewhere else, but Camarillo has 
grown up so fast, there’s really no other place for them.”

“Dogs become loyal not 
because you feed them, but 
because of the 
companionship you give 
them.” 

“One small cat changes  
coming home to an empty  
house to coming home.”                                 
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